
G 
reetings to everyone as we enter the lovely fall 

season after what, to me, was a beautiful summer.   

This issue of the Arisaema contains many important 

articles and announcements.  Please see the article on pages 

3 & 4 about the MBC Fall Meeting to be held on October 12, 

2013. 

Important note:  The “Spring Foray” for next year will 

actually be held in the SUMMER.  See the President’s 

Report on page 2 for more details!  Judy’s report also 

contains some details on the shutting down of the Red Cedar 

Chapter. 

There is a wonderful summary of this year’s Spring Foray 

from Dorothy Sibley.  For those of us who were unable to 

attend, it is so nice to read about it and also to see how many 

sponsored students there were! 

Larry Nooden has written an important article about 

Michigan Senate Bill 78 – anti-biodiversity legislation and 

some initial thoughts as to what we can do to help promote 

biodiversity. 

Congratulations to Roger Tharp – see the article about 

receiving the Distinguished Service Award. 

And, of course, we have the Chapter Reports, Treasurer’s 

report and Minutes from the May 2013 Board Meeting. 

We continue to offer the Arisaema in the black-and-white 

printed version (U.S. Mail) or the color version (email and 

on-line) or you can have both.  You may contact me at 

 if you want to change your 

delivery status for the next issue. 

 

Sincerely, 

Mary Danforth 

Corresponding Secretary 

Michigan Botanical Club 
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native to Michigan, which, though few in numbers 

compared to some areas of the world, are very important 

ecologically. (This was a precursor to the fieldtrip to view 

the conifers of Nichols Arboretum with Robert Ayotte, 

Saturday, March 16, 2013). 

MARCH - Botany and Restoration at Ives Road Fen, 
presented by Chuck Pearson, Restoration Ecologist for 

TNC. Chuck has been leading the volunteer ecological 

restoration program at The Nature Conservancy’s Ives Road 

Fen Preserve since 2004.  He and the volunteers have 

restored more than 300 acres of floodplain forest, upland 

and prairie fen, using hand pulling, cutting and stump 

treating, foliar spraying, planting and prescribed burns. Ives 

Road Fen Preserve, near Tecumseh, has more than 700 

species of plants and Chuck showed many of those plants in 

bloom along with some of the butterflies and other animals 

in the preserve that depend on the plants.  The native species 

of the preserve are threatened by invasive species so we also 

heard about techniques used in restoration and the results.  

This meeting also was the Awards Ceremony for the 

winners of the SE Michigan Science fair. 

APRIL - The Ecological Roles of Fungi, presented by Paul 

Olexia, Professor of Biology, Emeritus, Kalamazoo 

College.    Paul gave us insight into the diversity of fungi 

groups, and also their biology. Different life strategies were 

noted, which affect soil quality, and also have other wide-

ranging consequences. Fungi are a largely unseen 

component of our world, but are tremendously important. 

Field Trips, 2013: 

We had a full and active Field Trip program this year thanks 

to our intrepid field trip coordinator, Robert Ayotte. 

Saturday 16 March, 10 am to 1 pm: "Conifers of 

Nichol's Arboretum" 

Trip Leader: Ron Gamble/Robert Ayotte 

The Nichol's Arboretum displays conifers native to 

Michigan, North America, Asia, and more. This hike 

followed-up on the presentation by Neal Billetdeaux, and 

focused on conifer biology, ecology, and phytogeography.  

Saturday 13 April, 10 am to 1 pm: "The Hunt for 

Harbinger-of-Spring at Dexter-Huron Metropark" 

Trip Leader: Robert Ayotte 

The lovely small woodlot near the Huron River has a wealth 

of wildflowers, and we looked for other early starters, such 

as bloodroot and the large patches of false rue-anemone and 

trout lilies.  

Saturday 20 April, 1:00 pm to 4:00 pm: "Eco-restoration 

Volunteer Workday & Wildflower Walk at Horner 

Woods" 

Trip Leader: Sylvia Taylor 

The Chapter always has educational and informative work 

days at Horner Woods, to keep the woods clear of garlic 

mustard, buckthorn, and other invasives, and do light trail 

maintenance. Horner Woods is a wildflower sanctuary NE 

of Matthaei Botanical Gardens.  

Saturday 11 May, 10 am to 1 pm: "Spring Ephemerals 

of Nan Weston Nature Preserve" 

Trip Leaders: Neal Billetdeaux and Robert Ayotte 

The variety of plant communities at Nan Weston Nature 

Preserve at Sharon Hollow reflects the amazing underlying 

geological diversity of the area. There are so many great 

shows of flowers that a visit any time is spectacular, but the 

show is at its best in the spring. 

Saturday 18 May, 1:00 pm to 4:00 pm: "Eco-restoration 

Workday at Horner Woods" 

Trip Leader: Sylvia Taylor 

Volunteers from the Michigan Botanical Club continued to 

remove invasive garlic mustard at Horner Woods, a 

wildflower sanctuary NE of Matthaei Botanical Gardens, 

one of our long-standing stewardship efforts. 

Saturday 18 May, 9:30 a.m. to Noon: "Exploring the 

Flatwoods: Lakeplain Oak Openings Communities of 

NW Ohio and SE Michigan" Oakwoods (Huron-Clinton) 

Metropark near Flat Rock, MI 

Trip Leader: Ron Gamble 

The mature "flatwoods" have physiographic, soil, and 

vegetative characteristics that differentiate this ecosystem 

from floodplain forests and deciduous swamps. Pin oak, 

other large trees, and an open understory highlighted this 

walk.  

Saturday 22 June, 10 am to 1 pm, "Kitty Todd 

Preserve" in Swanton, Ohio 

Trip Leaders: Jim Toppin/Janet Traub 

A favorite site, the Nature Conservancy’s "Kitty Todd 

Preserve” has a great diversity of plants and animals in a 

variety of lakeplain habitats, including sand barrens, oak 

savanna, wet-mesic flatwoods, and tallgrass prairie.  

(Continued from page 5) 

2012-2013 Chapter Reports (Continued) 













 

Page 12 September 2013 

Ed led us through acres of huge greenhouses to show where 

seedlings are planted, where many propagating cuttings are 

growing, and then where the shipping of finished plants takes 

place.  The huge greenhouses are entered through interlocking 

walkways leading to tremendous areas that can hold plants of 

every description.  Some areas were air conditioned and some 

areas were regulated by fans. 

After the tour, we enjoyed an air conditioned room with 

refreshments while Ed answered lots of questions.  Our group 

learned a lot about plant propagation from Ed.  He works for 

Sawyer Nursery as a Plant Health Manager and he thinks of 

the nursery as a unique ecosystem with different micro-

habitats. 

On July 20, Cheryl Tolley took us through her gardens and 

fern grotto at Sandhill Farm near Rockford.  Cheryl developed 

her gardens by rescuing plant species and maintaining pre-

existing diversity on this large farm.  She has an area of native 

prairie plants including 27 woodland species and 9 types of 

ferns. 

The group enjoyed walking through this amazing area and 

learning about the various plants from the descriptions given 

by Cheryl.  The woodland plants were beautiful and the ferns 

were so interesting.  Cheryl is a professional gardener and 

teaches classes at Frederik Meijer Gardens.  She is the past 

president of the Wildflower Association.  We were so pleased 

to have Cheryl show us her remarkable farm and to tell us 

about the wildflowers.  Of course, there are a lot of birds to be 

seen there in the gardens. 

On August 14, on Wednesday, Dr. Mary Jane Dockeray led us 

through the Blandford Nature Center in Grand Rapids.  It was 

a lovely summer day and we enjoyed meeting Mary Jane at 

the entrance to this interesting nature center.  She gave a 

detailed history of the center and told how it has grown from 

17 to 143 acres.  One of the student’s art projects was a 

colorful tile wall mural of a woodland scene.  The scene 

depicts Mary Jane and a young student in the woods.  It is a 

beautiful art creation and it took two years to complete.     

A rock garden was enclosed with labels on the stones 

surrounding the plants.  Many other gardens are throughout 

this extensive nature center.  It is amazing to see so many 

owls and other animals everywhere.  During our visit we were 

also able to hear about Mary Jane’s very recent trip to Ireland.  

We had a great afternoon. 

On September 14, Cal Lamoreaux will be our leader through 
the Audubon Club’s Maher Sanctuary to see sedges, gray 

dogwood, asters, goldenrod, and lots of birds.  This sanctuary 

has four types of wetlands and also upland moraine features.  

A circle loop hiking rail of over a mile is about half on a 

boardwalk, giving easy access for nature viewers. 

The sanctuary has at least 9 species of ferns, 19 sedges, 6 

vines, 30 grasses, 140 forbs, 25 shrubs, and 6 different trees 

all of which are catalogued.  This will be an excellent field trip 

to see in the fall with autumn flowers in bloom.   

Cal has degrees from MSU in electrical engineering and math, 

and in Michigan Conservation from WMU.  He is a retired 

teacher and has led many field trips for various groups.  He is 

a lifelong student of Natural History including birds, 

mammals, plants, astronomy and geology. 

On October 5, Roger Tharp will lead us on the last field trip 

this year when we visit the Muskegon Lake Nature Preserve 

which consists of an extensive forested trail system.  There is 

an observation tower overlooking the South Channel of the 

Muskegon River along which is located an elevated 

boardwalk.  Close to the Preserve location, under the 

Muskegon River South Channel Bridge, freshwater sponges 

will be observed.  This trip will offer an unusual opportunity 

to view both terrestrial and aquatic plants and a less known 

invertebrate.   

On November 2, Roger Tharp will present an indoor program 

on “Pollens of Flowers”.  Many varieties of flowering plants 

and types of pollination will be shown.  This is our first indoor 

meeting at GVSU for the winter season. 

December – Our chapter will not hold a meeting this month as 

it can be canceled by a snow storm.  Also many members 

have family commitments that prevent them from attending a 

meeting.  Our next meeting will be on January 18, 2014 at 

GVSU. 

The successful meetings and field trips that we enjoy each 

year are due to the excellent leaders who share their time and 

talents during each program or field trip.  They are owed 

many thanks for their efforts on our behalf.  We are looking 

forward to an active 2014, full of many more interesting and 

varied sessions that enable our members to continue learning 

about the amazing ecology of West Michigan.  We strive to 

encourage people of the community to attend our meetings, 

and we maintain our affiliation with many nature 

organizations. 

Dorothy A. Sibley 

White Pine Chapter President 
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Report of the MBC 2013 Spring Foray 

Hosted by The White Pine Chapter 

 

T 
he members of the White Pine Chapter planned for a 

year to present this MBC 2013 Spring Foray on May 

24-27 at Calvin College, Grand Rapids, Michigan.  

We wanted the MBC members to have a chance to see the 

remarkable sand and bog areas that are prevalent in western 

central Michigan.  We chose Calvin College as the location 

for the foray as it is easily accessible for statewide residents. 

Calvin College provided excellent rooms, food facilities and 

an outstanding campus including forests, plants and 

wildflowers.  Another asset was the availability of many 

near-by interesting botanical areas surrounding Calvin 

College.  We planned eighteen separate field trips which 

included a botanical cruise on the Annis Water Resources' 

W.G. Jackson vessel on Lake Michigan.  The field trips 

included sand dunes, prairies, woodlands, savannas, 

wetlands, fern grottoes, ravines, oak openings, bogs, rivers, 

and Lake Michigan.  All field trips were led by expert 

botanists, most of whom were WPC members.  We had 44 

participants choose to see Saul Lake Bog on Monday, so we 

split the group, provided another leader to guide them 

around an area of ongoing prairie restoration, and everyone 

got to enjoy both experiences.  We also had many members 

go for a day at Meijer Gardens.  We never had scheduled 

field trips on the last ½ day of the Foray, but we were glad 

that we did this time. 

Our three keynote speakers 

were outstanding.  On 

Friday evening, Judge Ed 

Post presented “A Photog-

rapher's Celebration of 

Wild Birds and Flowers”.  

Ed is well known for his 

excellent photography and 

he leads annual workshops 

and photo tours.  His work 

has been widely published 

and he has received honors 

and awards in contests and 

exhibits.  Judge Ed Post 

serves as a Circuit Judge 

for Ottawa County, where 

he lives with his wife, 

Barbara. 

 

Our White Pine Chapter is proud to report that this is the 

fifth time Ed has presented an excellent wildflower program 

for our chapter's MBC State Spring Forays,  The first time 

was in 1993 at our first Spring Foray, and on every WPC 

sponsored foray on 1998, 2003, 2008, and now, Ed has 

shown another botanical program.  He has always been our 

opening speaker on the Friday evening program.  We are 

very fortunate to have such a remarkable member! 

On Saturday evening, we featured Dr. David Warners, 

professor at Calvin College, who presented “Loving Our 

Downstream Neighbor: Plaster Creek Stewards Watershed 

Restoration Initiative”.  Plaster Creek has been described as 

the most polluted stream in West Michigan.  David 

discussed some of the history surrounding this creek, and he 

gave a comprehensive talk about the Plaster Creek Stewards.  

This group consists of a collaboration of Calvin faculty, staff 

and students.  They are working together with community 

partners to restore the stream back to its former health and 

beauty.   

David Warners grew up in Grand Rapids and graduated from 

Calvin College.  His doctorate in Botany was from the 

University of Michigan.  He and his wife, Teri, worked for 

the Christian Reformed World Relief Committee in 

Tanzania from 1990-1992.  Dave is an advocate for using 

native landscape plants at schools, parks and other locations 

in the West Michigan area.  Our WPC members are proud to 

say that David Warners was one of our many sponsored 

university students and is currently a WPC member. 

On Sunday evening, Dr. Alan Steinman, who is the Director 

of the Annis Water Resources Institute, gave an excellent 

address covering an overview of climate change.  His 

presentation described the potential implications of climate 

change, temperature and water levels, extreme weather 

events, and possible solutions to these issues.  Alan is a 

Professor of Water Resources at Grand Valley State 

University.   

Dr. Steinman holds a Postdoctoral Research Fellowship 

from Oak Ridge National Laboratory, plus many other 

Botany degrees.  He has been the Director of the Grand 

Valley State University's Annis Water Institute since 2001.  

He has published over 120 scientific articles and book 

chapters.  Alan has research interests including nutrient 

cycling in aquatic ecosystems, sustainability of water 

resources, restoration ecology, and algal ecology.  The Annis 

Water Resources has two vessels that take groups to tour 

Lake Michigan sampling water quality for dissolved oxygen, 

(Continued on page 16) 

MBC 2013 Spring Foray, Calvin College, Grand Rapids, Michigan 

WPC President Dorothy Sibley 

opening the evening program. 
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Minutes of the State Board Meeting: May 25, 2013 — Calvin College, Grand Rapids, MI 

Members present: Becky Csia, David Chambers, Craig 

Elston, Irene Eiseman, Patrick Fields, Richard Fowler, 

Judy, Kelly, Robert Kelly, Ken Kirton, Pam Laureto, Emily 

Nietering, Larry Nooden, Sarah Nooden, Tony Reznicek, 

Janet Skeberdis, Dorothy Sibley, Lynn Steil, Bev Walters, 

Alice Ward 

Call to Order - Judy Kelly 5:03pm 

Approval of Agenda 

a.) Minutes of Jan. Board meeting: Judy Kelly 

moved to approve the minutes of the Jan. 26th, 

2013 Board meeting. Dorothy Sibley 

seconded; Motion carried. 

b.) Treasurer’s Report: Larry Nooden asked that 

the Smith funds (CD) be identified as such in the 

report. Robert Kelly confirmed. Judy Kelly 

moved that we accept the Treas. report; Bev 

Walters seconded. Motion carried. 

Robert’s Rules of Order - Judy Kelly reminded 

everyone that each person has the opportunity 

to speak once before one can speak a second 

time. 

Announcements 

a.) Update president’s email list. Judy Kelly 

said that she would add David Chambers to 

the president’s list. 

Committee Reports 

a.) Web Master - Aaron Fown; no report 

b.) Nominations - Sarah Nooden said 

that nominations would be taken in 

2014. c.) Corresponding Secretary - 

Mary Danforth; no report 

d.) The Michigan Botanist - Todd Barkman - 

Judy Kelly reminded everyone that Todd 

wishes to step down as his term is up. This 

will be taken up under Old Business. 

e.) Treasurer - Bob Kelly - Bob said that 

he will be sending out a request for dues in 

July.  Things look good. 

f.) Fall meeting 2013 - The MBC fall meeting 

will be held at the Discovery Center; Waterloo 

Recreation Area, Oct. 12th.  There were 

concerns over scheduling and time allocations 

for the fall foray. In this context Pam Laureto 

announced that the MBF is required to have a 

meeting once a year. Since they are meeting 

tomorrow (May 26th) a meeting in the fall may 

not be needed. 

New Business 

a.)Report on back issues of The Michigan 

Botanist - Patrick Fields forwarded a message 

from Caryle Spence that many members have 

been getting back issues and the number of 

boxes have been reduced from 17 to 7. 

Old Business 

a.) Mission statement - Larry and Sarah Nooden - 

The mission statement committee offered a 

potential mission statement. A few Board 

members questioned the meaning of “wise use” 

in the statement as it is a term with political 

implications. Pam Laureto reminded everyone 

that to change the Aims is a constitutional change 

and requires certain procedures. She suggested 

that everyone give the committee (Sarah Nooden, 

Larry Nooden, Tony Reznicek, Ruth Hart) our 

ideas for both the mission statement and Aims 

even though it may still require certain 

procedures under the constitution. Becky Csia 

reminded everyone that the club is a C-4 

organization and is allowed to conduct political 

activity. Sarah Nooden will ask for 

recommendations from the Board on the Mission 

Statement and Aims with a date due. Judy Kelly 

said that she will send a digital copy of the 

constitution to the entire Board. 

b.) Status of RCC - Patrick Fields said that he sent 

out a request for involvement in  RCC  to approx. 

40 people. He received only 8 replies and 7 said 

“No, too busy”. Patrick felt that this basically 

meant that the chapter was defunct. Steve Davis 

(treas.) will send bank funds (received for foray) 

back to the Foundation but hold on to funds needed 

to pay for The Michigan Botanist for the remaining 

year, 2012. Irene Eiseman said that she had 

received 9 requests to continue as “special” 

members. Pam Laureto thanked Patrick for the 

tremendous amount of work on behalf of the 

chapter, Board and Foundation. Discussion 

followed regarding special member 

representation. Pam Laureto made the point that 

(Continued on page 18) 
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special member representation on the  State Board 

does not occur now and would probably require a 

change in the constitution. Judy Kelly asked the 

Board for any suggestions. Pam Laureto suggested 

a constitution committee be formed. Judy Kelly 

said that a constitution committee could be formed 

at the fall meeting. Irene asked Patrick if he would 

inform the present members of the status of the 

chapter and that they can become “special 

members”. Pam Laureto and Judy Kelly said that 

they will figure out the number of Michigan 

Botanist issues to print for RCC and they will 

inform Patrick. 

c.) Search for new editor for The Michigan 

Botanist - Judy Kelly reported that Todd Barkman 

could not find a replacement for his position as 

editor. Tony & Pam said that they thought it was 

the job of this Board to search and replace. Pam 

said that she thought Todd had asked the old 

Michigan Botanist Board for interest. Tony said 

that Garrett Crow might be interested in the job 

of editor. Judy Kelly said that she would 

approach him. Discussion ensued regarding the 

position of editor. Everyone was reminded that 

there is no stipend except for the business 

manager. Editors have a maximum of 6 yr. term. 

The job can be daunting. It was suggested that 

there could be co-editors or associate editor, or 

ask the editorial Board to help out with the duties 

of editor. There was general agreement that these 

ideas be explored. Pam Laureto said that this 

could require a constitutional move as well. She 

said that she would help to make the duties of the 

editor clear. Judy Kelly said that she would ask 

the present business manager if there was still 

interest in the position. 

d.) Spring Foray 2014 planning - Judy Kelly 

reminded everyone that the State Board would be 

organizing the 2014 foray. Venue suggestions 

given by Board members included Royal Botanical 

Gardens in Hamilton Ontario, summer foray in the 

upper peninsula. Discussion ensued regarding 

difficulties of distant planning and the need for 

connecting with other botanical organizations, 

universities, etc. to help with planning. Tony 

Reznicek said that it was worth having a 

committee to determine the venue. Pam Laureto 

suggested the executive committee serve this 

purpose. The executive committee agreed and 

Judy Kelly said this committee could meet at 

dinner following this meeting. 

Future State Board Meeting - The meeting will be 

held at the Fall Meeting of the Michigan 

Botanical Club Oct. 12th, 2013 at the 

Discovery Center, Waterloo Recreation Area. 

Meeting adjourned 6:07  

Respectfully submitted, 

Lynn Steil, Recording Secretary 

Addendum: Executive Committee (Foray Venue 

Committee) meeting following the State Board 

meeting. Members present: Judy Kelly, Bob Kelly, 

Pam Laureto, Emily Nietering, Lynn Steil 

General discussion began with the expression of 

interests in the two areas discussed at the State Board 

meeting (Hamilton, Ontario & the upper peninsula of 

MI). Lynn Steil mentioned how three members of 

the SW chapter had expressed interest in a foray in 

the Keweenaw Peninsula. A few years ago members 

of the MBC (and spouses) had enjoyed a summer 

foray held on the western upper peninsula put on by 

botanical organizations & state/forestry workers in 

that area.  Discussion regarding having the foray in 

the summer in the upper peninsula would lend itself to 

interesting/different plants. Lynn suggested 

contacting Michigan Nature Association who had 

preserves in that area. Pam Laureto thought Mich. 

Tech. may be a good central meeting/housing place. 

As discussion continued it was clear that the 

committee felt that it could be pulled together. Also, 

since it is such a drive for those in southern Mich. 

summer may be more feasible and also a Monday 

could be used for a “special” trip for those who 

wanted to make the trip part of a larger vacation. 

Judy Kelly asked if everyone agreed to having the 

foray in the Keweenaw peninsula. It was unanimous. 

The date agreed on was July 11-14 of 2014. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Lynn Steil, Recording Secretary 

(Continued from page 17) 
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